Synopsis for Four in the Garden

1-line Summary
Creator wants to be the trusted companion for the only human.

2-line Summary
Creator makes only one human. Instead of creating a second human, Creator wants to be the
trusted companion.

Short Synopsis

In this radical retelling of the Garden of Eden story, Creator makes only one human, named
Cherished. Instead of creating a second human, Creator wants to be that trusted companion. But
Cherished struggles to relate to the invisible Creator.

Medium Synopsis

In this radical retelling of the Garden of Eden story, Creator makes only one human, named
Cherished. Instead of creating a second human, Creator wants to be that trusted companion. But
Cherished struggles to relate to the invisible Creator.

With the help of three Teachers, Cherished journeys toward trusting in his loving Creator,
even though Creator's actions don't comply with his expectations. Cherished grapples with
disappointment, frustration, doubt, and failure, and with external dangers such as tigers and
malevolent beings. He endures numerous challenges, not knowing that they are meant to prepare
him for his greatest crisis of all.

Full Synopsis

The newborn Cherished meets the three Teachers. They are bird-like creatures with linked
wingtips. They explain that Creator is the One in whom to place his trust, but he doesn’t
understand. He is the only human that Creator has made. He has an umbilicore, a special unseen
connection to Creator.

After cutting his foot, he becomes paranoid and makes a broom to sweep his path as he
walks. The Teachers encourage him to trust Creator with his well-being, but he is unable. Each
time he becomes frustrated with the world or the Teachers, he throws a tantrum. They attempt to
discipline him and impart wisdom. He experiences refreshment through his umbilicore. He
discovers that when he resists Creator, his connection is disabled.

He learns that the Teachers are Creator, which proves to be a difficult adjustment. He meets a
new version of Creator with a golden mane, a single being that contains all three entities. He
connects with Creator in a deeper way. A tiger charges at him, but single Creator jumps into the
path of the tiger and gets killed. He becomes distraught. A second version of Creator appears and
asks him why he doubted. Creator explains that experiences can transform one’s soul, but only if
one trusts. When he realizes the extent of Creator’s love by sacrificing themselves to the tiger,



his understanding of love deepens and he feels love toward Creator for the first time.

Cherished encounters a hovering sphere full of eyes that project light beams. The excited
creature introduces herself as an angel named Radiance. She explains that he is the only being
made in Creator’s image because they wanted someone to love who would love them in return.

Creator warns him to be wary of the angel Illuminos who is a persuasive liar. [lluminos
appears, a copper-colored being with animated hair who has a nodule on his chest. He tries to
persuade Cherished to seek independence. Later, when Cherished asks Creator for the knowledge
of right and wrong, they rebuke him saying that he should never ask for that.

Spotting an animal eating his garden, he chases it and breaks his shin bone. The Teachers
splint his leg and tell him he needs time to heal. He struggles with his disability. A tempest
collapses his shelter. He bears the fierce storm, choosing to trust Creator. The Teachers show up
and use their wings to shelter him.

The blinding-white angel Daylight appears, who says he has been sent by Creator to grant
any request. Cherished requests to always know the right choice. He receives the knowledge of
right and wrong but realizes that his connection is now disabled. Daylight has dimmed into the
form of Illuminos.

Realizing he was tricked, he demands that [lluminos take it back. Later, a weeping Radiance
appears and explains that Cherished’s connection to Creator is severed. He must now live apart
from Creator and for himself. Devastated, he doesn’t eat for days, becoming weaker and hoping
to die.

He awakens to see someone bending over him, an ugly creature wrapped in animal skins. It
says its name is Blaze and is there to help. Blaze nurses him back to health, but he doesn’t trust
Blaze. Blaze is untalkative, sullen, and easily irritated. Blaze confesses that Creator didn’t send
him. He is furious about being deceived and won’t forgive Blaze. After a scary wolf encounter,
he is finally able to forgive Blaze.

An elderly human named Saub arrives, saying that Creator has sent him, but they don’t
believe him. Blaze wants Saub to depart, but Cherished is intrigued and gets Blaze to agree to let
Saub stay for one day. Saub says that his mission is to restore Cherished to Creator, to give him a
new connection. Saub performs two miracles, which cause Cherished to believe. Saub tells
Cherished to entrust his soul to him, but Blaze plunges his spear into Saub. Illuminos appears
and finishes Saub by crushing his skull. Cherished sends Blaze away on learning that [lluminos
recruited Blaze at the beginning.

He licks Illuminos’ nodule to earn a special leaf. The leaf enables him to experience an inner
world where everything does his bidding. When it wears off, he discovers he has scratched
himself and torn out his hair. He resolves to punish Illuminos, but Illuminos overpowers him.
When Radiance comes to the rescue, Independents appear and attack her, blinding every eye. A
youthful Saub shows up and heals Radiance, who captures many Independents. Saub says that he
is one of the Teachers, that he became human to give Cherished his human connection.
Cherished is reunited with Creator.

At the end of his life, his soul merges with Creator in intimate union. He realizes it will take
eternity to explore something as boundless as Creator’s love.
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